
The University of Mary Washington 

Music Department  

Presents: 

Anachronistic Memories: 

Kulning in a Modern Setting 

An original Composition & Lecture Recital 

By Michael Prime  

April 29, 2017 

Digital Auditorium, Hurley Convergence Centre 



Special Thanks 

Thank you to Professor Mark Snyder for giving me a new appreciation for music and 

for encouraging me to step outside of my comfort zone and become a composer. 

Thank you also to Lord Allen and Lady Blitha of Wolfhau for welcoming me into your 

home, teaching me, and inspiring an interest in Norse culture, without which I would 

have never written this piece. 

 

And, of course, thank you, everyone, for coming out and supporting the University of 

Mary Washington Music Department! 



Anachronistic Memories……………………………………………...Michael Prime 

Ryan Goodrich, Trumpet 

Michael Prime, Euphonium 

Austin O’Rourke, Percussion 

Caroline Flynn, Banjo 

Cole Masaitis, Guitar 

Levi Manuel, Electric Bass 

Danny Arslan, Piano 

Amanda Clark, Soprano 1 

Lily Flores, Soprano 2 

Drake Dragone, Violin 

Luke Payne, Cello 

Alex Rodriguez, Bass  

Program 

Notes: 

Hundreds of years ago, in medieval Scandinavia, men were often away from 

home with travel, politics, or víking (to travel or participate in an adventure), 

while many women stayed at home, tending to the fäbod (summer grazing pas-

tures). From the need to call the livestock back to the farm from the mountain 

pastures, as well as the need to communicate with neighbouring fäbod kilome-

tres away, ancient Swedish farmers developed the technique of kulning. Anach-

ronistic Memories aims to explore these singing styles and bring them into a 

more contemporary setting while evoking images of daily life for these people. 

Lily Flores is a vocalist, violist, and performer from Stafford, Virginia. She is study-

ing compositions and song writing at the University of Mary Washington and is 

currently working on building and expanding her musical portfolio under Mark 

Snyder.  

Drake Dragone is a composer, performer, and multi-instrumentalist from Rich-

mond, Virginia. Currently studying Music Composition at the University of Mary 

Washington, Drake is honing in his musical skills studying under Mark Snyder while 

living in Fredericksburg. His compositions have been called “transporting“, and 

“refreshing.” 

Luke Payne is a junior at the University of Mary Washington where he is pursuing 

a double major in music and computer science. A resident of King George County, 

he has been involved in many orchestras and chamber ensembles in the Freder-

icksburg and Northern Virginia area. He currently plays with The University of Mary 

Washington Philharmonic, The University of Mary Washington String Quartet, The 

Rappahannock POPS and the Payne Quartet. He has studied cello with Christine 

Hartigan, Gerald Fowkes, James Forry, and Ken Law. 

Alex Rodríguez currently plays bass in the University of Mary Washington Philhar-

monic and Jazz Ensemble. Along those ensembles, he performs in a horn band and 

a cover/fusion band. He has performed in concerts starring famous musicians like 

Itzhak Perlman and Michael Feinstein. 

Alex has worked for multiple guitar shops where he learned the basics of guitar and 

orchestral string maintenance and picked up many tricks of the trade. 

 



PERFORMER BIOS: 

Ryan Goodrich is an intended Music major at the University of Mary Washington 

who is from Charlottesville, Virginia. Ryan is a composer, a performer, a multi-

instrumentalist, and a vocalist.  

Michael Prime is a composer and performer based in Oakton, Virginia. He aspires 

to compose soundtracks and his compositions have been described as 

“programmatic”, “mystical”, and “vivacious”. His compositions have been present-

ed at Fairmont State University and the University of Mary Washington. Born in 

Grasse, France, Michael was raised in Northern Virginia, where he first learnt mu-

sic, and is currently finishing studying composition and computer science at the 

University of Mary Washington. His primary instrument is euphonium, though he 

also knows keyboard and harp, and he is currently first chair euphist in the Mary 

Washington Concert Band. Michael made his composition premier in 2015 at the 

West Fork New Music Festival in Fairmont, West Virginia with his piece Invocation. 

Austin O'Rourke is a composer, multi-instrumentalist, sound designer, electronic 

music producer and recipient of the ASCAP Morton Gould Young Composers 

Award in 2015. He was born in Culpeper, Virginia and is studying music composi-

tion with Mark Snyder at the University of Mary Washington. 

Caroline Flynn is a composer and self-taught multi-instrumentalist studying music 

composition with Mark Snyder and psychology at the University of mary washing-

ton. She hopes to combine clinical psychology and music therapy.  

Cole Masaitis is a guitarist, composer, writer, and a graduating senior studying 

music at the University of Mary Washington. He aspires to compose score, and be 

a sound designer for visual media, with an affinity towards video game music. Dur-

ing his time at UMW, he studied composition under Dr. Mark Snyder and guitar 

under Bruce Middle. Cole is a published Staff Writer at the UMW Blue and Gray 

Press, and has experience in booking concerts, performing live music, composing 

musical works, and audio production. His music has been described as “haunting, 

bittersweet, and nostalgic” and is largely influenced by musicians such as Joe 

Hisaishi, Tiny Moving Parts, Yasunori Mitsuda, and many more. 

Levi Manuel is a composer and multi-instrumentalist. His musical life began by 

learning the violin when he was 11, which he continued to play through high 

school. Shortly after he picked up guitar, and has since learned how to play bass 

guitar, piano, and drums. Throughout high school, he performed in a series of 

hard rock and progressive metal bands in his hometown as a guitarist and a bass 

guitarist. He is currently a bass guitarist for the University of Mary Washington 

jazz ensemble, which has performed along groups such as the White House 

Band. Levi began composing original pieces in 2016 under the instruction of Dr. 

Mark Snyder. His performance debut was at the 2016 Electro-Acoustic Barn 

Dance, in which he performed his piece Rebirth. His latest composition is ti-

tled Sonic Depths, which is to be debuted in Spring 2017. While continuing per-

formance and composition, Levi hopes to one day teach music to others and 

spread the joy that can found in those things. 

Danny Arslan, a college student and aspiring musician, has been playing piano 

since the age of 3.  A notable performance, the Hot Cross Buns concerto in A 

minor, can be found in links section of his website. 

Amanda Clark is a lover of the classics, who began her music career at the early 

age of three in her church preschool choir. Amanda’s love for strings began at an 

early age, and that progressed to learning the violin in 2004. Before leaving the 

area to pursue her college education, she taught violin, basic guitar and other 

stringed instruments at two music stores in Chesterfield and Colonial Heights, 

VA for several years. Amanda enjoys playing and listening to works of Bach, Tele-

mann, and Reiding. She actively participates in the UMW String Ensemble, Ring-

ers for the King Handbell choir, her church orchestra, and her church choir. In 

the past, she has participated in the Virginia Baptist All-State Choir, All-District 

Orchestra and Chorus, Richmond Symphony’s Come and Play, as well as James 

Madison University’s Spring String Thing. 


